D Which areas can be considered
for alternate test sites?

Initially, the CCTN examination will be
given in pencil and paper format, with
computer-based testing as a later phase of
examination development. The examina-
tion will be offered at least four different
cities regionally as determined by the board
of directors. Please see the ABTC website
(www.abtc.net) for specific dates and loca-
tions.

& Does this exam replace the
CCTC or CPTC exams?

No. The exams for clinical and procurement
coordinators will continue to be adminis-
tered for those transplant professionals.
Those positions are distinctly different from
transplant staff nurses. Transplant coordi-
nators who are registered nurses and fulfill
all other eligibility criteria may also sit for
the CCTN exam if they want dual certifica-
tion. Just as a transplant coordinator can
be dually certified as a CCTC and CPTC.
ABTC re-certifica-
tion requirements
are different for
dually certified
nurses. This
information
can also be
obtained at the
ABTC web site.
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CCTN CERTIFICATION
© Unycertify?

The American Board for Transplant
Certification (ABTC) has been offering
certification examinations since 1988
as a method of promoting the highest
standard for transplant professionals.
ABTC, in conjunction with the Inter-
national Transplant Nurses Society
(ITNS), recognized the need to develop
a new examination for transplant
nurses. The first examination for Certi-
fied Clinical Transplant Nurse (CCTN)
was administered October 13, 2004.

Q IDhat does certification mean?

The use of certification credentials

attest to the community and the public
that the individual has met a standard
of competency and possesses the nec-
essary knowledge and skills needed

to provide quality care for transplant

donors and recipients.

Q How long does certification last?

Certification is valid for a period of
three years. Continued certification is
obtained by documentation of continu-
ing education activities or by re-pass-
ing the certification exam.

& How are the exam
questions developed?

Applied Measurement Professionals, Inc.
(AMP) is the professional testing agency
contracted by ABTC to assist in the develop-
ment, administration, scoring, and analysis
of the CCTN examination. A job analysis
survey was sent out to over 1,000 transplant
staff nurses nationally and internationally
to determine current technologies, methods,
and practices performed. Responses from the
survey determined examination content.

>) Who can write exam questions?

Any currently certified transplant coordi-
nator or interested staff nurse may write
questions for the exam. The exam matrix is
available on-line to determine which areas
are acceptable for question-writing. All ques-
tions will be reviewed by the CCTN exam
committee which consists of staff nurses
from varied geographic locations and two
international members representing all
organ systems. The exam committee

will determine the appropriate- -« o
ness of each question. Anyone pra—
interested in writing questions P |

should contact ABTC at the e-
mail and phone below.

a Who quahfies to take
the CCTN examination?

In order to be considered eligible for the cer-
tification examination for transplant nurses,
a candidate must have completed 24 months
as a registered nurse, of which 12 months
work experience must be directly involved in
the care of solid organ transplant patients.

9 | only take care of kidney
transplant patients.
How much of the exam will cover
the other sohd organs?

There will be no more than eight items
about any specific organ on a test. This
equals 5% of the examination. The examina-
tion contains 150 questions. All candidates
are given three hours to complete the exam.

a How do | register to
take the examination?

The application will be available on-
line and can be mailed out to any-
one who requests a copy of it.

: Visit www.abtc.net to

T download the candidate
handbook and examination
application.



